Questions for Maha and her Family 

Compiled by Students at Boston College 

1. Is there any rehabilitative treatment or nursing care available in Qaim?  How much does it cost?  Limited care is available, but it’s costly and the family is very poor.  Each treatment costs $20.00.  If she were to receive 2 treatments per week, it would cost $160.00 per month, plus any fees for the doctor’s supervision (as necessary).
2. Does Maha need medication of any kind? She’s taking tranquilizers to control pain and anxiety. $30.00 per month, approximately.

3. Would an electric wheelchair help you?  We will make arrangements to have one delivered to you.  She very much wants an electric wheelchair.  We can get her one at wholesale for around 500 - $600 plus a delivery charge of about $100. The retail price would be $1,200.00, so we can get it for a great price.

4. How much electricity is available in Qaim?  How many hours a day? Electricity varies, 10 hours per day on the best days, none on the worst days.

5. Do you need a hospital bed or other medical equipment? Yes, she needs a special hospital bed with rails for support and a special mattress to reduce bed sores. We will get price lists for these items.
6. What are you interested in?  Do you need clothes?   What do you like to read? Maha has never been to school and cannot read (see tutorial services, below). Yes, she needs clothes. Let’s budget $100.00 for clothes; we’ll have Khalid’s wife, Zaynab, take her out to buy them.
7. Do you need a laptop? A laptop or computer would help her learn how to read and write.  $400.00 See tutor services below.
8. What would you like to be?  Are you able to go to school?  Do you need a tutor to teach you at home? She doesn’t know what she can be.  She’s not able to go to school. A tutor could be hired for $120.00 or so per month.
9. What about your brothers and sisters?  Your uncle and you mother?  What do they need and what would you like to be able to give them? More nutrition (they have food, so they’re not starving; but they need more variety and better quality); money for fuel and electricity.  Daily needs.  
10.   Do you have enough food?  Do you need a refrigerator? Only basics (rice, flour, ghee).  They have a refrigerator.
11. What is your neighborhood like?  What is the security situation? There have been car bombings and occasional air raids.
12.  Are there any jobs in your community? The unemployment rate is 50%.
13.  Do you have access to clean water? The population can meet only 50% of its needs with clean water. Water-borne diseases and kidney stones are widespread.  
14. Can you write us a letter and tell us exactly what you want and need?  Someone took dictation from Maha and her mother.  This letter will arrive in your inbox soon.
15. Do you need a physical therapist?  Is one available for you?  What are the costs? See question 1 above.
16. If you had the funding, could you travel to Syria for rehabilitative care? Yes, her brother will take her.  We would have to get her and her brother passporst.  We think it would be a good idea to send her to Syria for two weeks for medical checkups and a treatment plan that would be implemented in Qaim. This would cost about 1,500.00.  That includes securing passports, transportation to Syria, hotel accommodations, food, ground costs, and medical fees.
17.  Do you need a generator?  How much would it cost each month to fuel a generator? Yes.  It would cost $450.00 for the generator, plus, if you can believe it in such an oil rich country, as much as $150.00 + per month for the gasoline to run it. 
18. How much does energy cost in Qaim?  Heating oil?  Gasoline? Electricity? Electricity $25.00 per month from the government (very unreliable); if the family uses a generator, it will cost as much as $150.00 per month for fuel; plus as much as $150.00 for gas stove and heating during the winter. 
